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SAMA-LORETTO EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS MAJOR PRIVATE
ART COLLECTION
Loretto – The Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art at Loretto is pleased to announce its
latest exhibition, Selections from the Schilling-Knapton Collection of Art. Opening October 20,
the exhibition features nearly 200 works from the private collection of Bernie Schilling and
Drew Knapton. Selections from the Schilling-Knapton Collection of Art will remain on view
through January 20.
Bernie Schilling’s love for fine art began during his childhood, first admiring the art
displayed in the homes of his parents and grandparents, and the works he saw on early visits to
museums. At age 17, he purchased his first piece of art – a limited edition lithograph by British
artist Henry Moore – thus setting into motion a lifetime of collecting and creating art.
Schilling followed his Moore lithograph with additional purchases of artists including
Will Barnet, Robert Goodnough, Andre Marchand, Alfred Stieglitz and Jamie Wyeth, providing
a glimpse of what would become a massive and diverse collection of art. Schilling, an
established photographer, and his partner Drew Knapton have amassed a collection that would
rival that of many small museums. The SAMA exhibition, which numbers more than 190 works,
represents approximately 10% of the pair’s collection.
More than 150 artists are represented in the exhibition, including works by Norman
Ackroyd, Jim Bird, Sir Peter Blake, Alexander Calder, Gene Davis, Sir Antony Gormley,
Aaronel deRoy Gruber, Damien Hirst, Roy Lichtenstein, Maggie Milono, Robert Morris, Yoko
Ono, Robert Rauschenberg and Andy Warhol, among others. The exhibition provides a wide
sampling of contemporary abstract art, Op-Art and Pop-Art.
The Museum will host an opening reception from 3 to 6 p.m. on Saturday, October 28.
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will be served. Cost is $20 per person. Please call the Museum at
(814) 472-3920 for reservations.
Schilling will return to the Museum to speak at a Lunch a l’Art on December 7. Cost for
the program, which begins at noon, is $15 per person or $14 for SAMA members, which
includes lunch. Please call the Museum for reservations.
The Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art at Loretto is located on the campus of Saint
Francis University. Hours of operation are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 1 to 5

p.m. Saturday. The Museum is open to the public free of charge. For additional information,
please call the Museum or visit www.sama-art.org.

